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Head of the Drama Department
Charles Geroux, who is retiring at the
end of this year, gave the following
speech at the Passage of Leadership
Ceremony on April 22, 1999.

I’ve calculated that seventy percent of
the students in the class of 2000 have been
in my courses—some in acting, others in
stagecraft, but the majority in speech class.
Could it be, I asked myself when I ac-
cepted the invitation to share some
thoughts here tonight, that they remem-
bered the stress of delivering their first
speeches, and, given the opportunity,
jumped at the chance to see me on the hot
seat too? Well if that’s the case, you have
succeeded!

Events like this ceremony are so
memorable and unique, not just because
they are rights of passage, but because they
represent the rare moments when we
choose to step back from the daily grind.
When we decide to step off the fast track,
switch off our cell phones, shut down our
computers and come, receptive and ready,
to live in the moment. So take a couple of
deep breaths, relax, and let it happen.
Here. Now.

As I look back over my life and nearly
thirty years at Cranbrook, almost forty
years teaching, I find that one of the things
that has helped me grow, and allowed me
to make the most of the opportunity, is a
concept really quite akin to this ceremony.
It is an aspect of the human condition very
often neglected in this consumer-driven,
network-or-die society. And it is the polar
opposite of all that is work-oriented. It is
instead intuitive, contemplative. It is the
invaluable gift of leisure time. While I’ve
no doubt that the idea of leisure time
resonates with you, I’d like to suggest that
you discover, or re-discover, its extraordi-
nary importance.

Henry David Thoreau, Walden, 1854:
“There were times when I could not afford

to sacrifice the bloom of the present
moment to any work, whether of the head
or hands. I love a broad margin to my life.
Sometimes on a summer morning I sat in
my sunny doorway from sunrise till noon. I
grew in those seasons like corn in the
night. And they were far better than any
work of the hands would have been. They
were not times subtracted from my life but
so much over and above my usual allow-
ance. I realize what the [philosophers]
mean by contemplation.”

Leisure allows you to attend to what is
inside you—your soul, your spirit. Indeed I
contend that without contemplative,
solitary moments, you cannot bring
perspective and harmony to your daily life.
It is difficult to become sensitive to

Geroux Urges CS Men: Contemplate!

Contemplation is a mode that allows us to glimpse
such an order, a glimpse that can radically change us.

yourself in relationship to yourself. You
cannot reach your full potential for insight
and creativity.

The world of work and decision
making is essential too, of course. But it is
demanding, pervasive and, for many,
draining. It isn’t easy “aiming high,” living
up to the expectations you set for yourself,
and being: alert, patient, consistent,
adaptable, foresighted, strong, gentle,
trustworthy, constructive, critical, schol-
arly, hardworking, passionate, imaginative,
thoughtful, honest. And just generally able
to keep your head in the game.

It’s hard work no matter how you cut it:
being a student; being the best person you
can be; being likeable; being a friend;
being unselfish; being cool. We need time
off from the task. We need leisure. Without
it, our humanness begins to erode and

disintegrate. We need time to recreate, to
re-create ourselves.

Walter Kerr, a long-time drama critic
for the New York Times in a book called
The Decline of Pleasure, put it this way:

“Only a certainty of order, whether we
are participating in it or simply standing
humbly before it, can mend the rent (the
tear, the rip) in our souls.”

Contemplation is a mode that allows us
to glimpse such an order, a glimpse that
can radically change us. Contemplation in
leisure is a receptive stillness that allows
reality to apprehend us.

It is not a new idea—Plato, Aristotle,
2000 years ago said contemplation is the
highest human act!

Buckminster Fuller knew the benefits

of contemplation. He had faced many
disappointments. Fatigued and probably
depressed, he retreated to solitude. He
walked on the beach, thinking, listening,
hearing, watching ... And, finally, seeing
the bubbles, the linkage between the
bubbles. And when he emerged a year
later, he gave us the geodesic dome.

The spark came to him in leisure, in
solitude, in contemplation. A glimpse of
order apprehended. Change, growth. A
new concept. A new idea. His soul was
mended and the rational Bucky could get
back to work.

We all have these little sparks of order.
I too have felt the spark-while floating on
Wisconsin lakes, fishing with my father, or
while walking along the bluffs of the
Mississippi River.

In Dubuque, Iowa, where I was

working before I came to Detroit, I
remember coming out of the academic
building one spring day. The college was
set on a high bluff. The sun had just begun
its perceivable descent. And it was
spectacular. I froze to the spot, knowing it
wouldn’t last—wanting to see it all.

A colleague came out the door. I said,
“Look!” He said, “What?” and kept
walking to his car. He stopped and called
back, “That’s just the sun going down.”

I learned then that not everyone will
share your interest in leisure, or see the
value of introspection. However, while
preparing these remarks, I took Mark
Twain’s Notebook off the shelf. Page 163
held this note: Mississippi River, 1882.
“The water above Dubuque is olive green
and semi-transparent with the sun on it.
Upper Mississippi, the home of superb
sunsets.”

Contemplation does not require endless
hours. We’re not talking your entire life
here. More along the lines of five or ten
minutes where you can be alone—be alone
with nature, be alone with its beauty. As
the arch reads, “A life without beauty is
only half lived.”

Our aim is to integrate the whole of our
lives: the outside with the inside, the
rational with the intuitive. Leisure,
contemplation ... these are the keys to
unlock that other half, the intuitive half,
the creative self.

It is possible that these ideas might be
misinterpreted, and that some of you could
walk into the Dean’s office for a slip to get
into class after missing a day and say, “It’s
excused. Geroux said we were supposed to
contemplate. I was taking my leisure
time.” Your impulse would be correct.
Your timing would be off.

The point is, though, that you must see
to the productive use of your time for
leisure as well as work. No one else is
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Bradford Tells KS Women: Seek Inner Peace

Juniors Janna Burrell, Elizabeth Lamping, Jennifer Miller, Kristen Burgess (back
row), Kristin Holmes, Shannon Howell, Emily Newman, Joy Wood, and Eva Schulte
(front row) gather together at the reception. Photo courtesy of Kristin Holmes.

English faculty member and
Cranbrook Kingswood alum Orma
Bradford, who is leaving at the end of
this year to pursue a master’s degree,
delivered the following speech at the 1999
Junior Ring Ceremony.

Good afternoon. Thank you to CK
faculty, administrators, parents, friends,
and the women of the class of 2000. I am
honored to have the opportunity to share
this experience with all of you today. The
first reason is because most of  these
young women were freshmen my first year
of teaching. I feel like we have grown
together. Over the past three years I have
witnessed their transformation and I am
very proud. The second reason I appreciate
this honor is because 9 years ago I was in
their shoes. I remember how important the
Junior Ring Ceremony was then and how
important it is now. As a junior, I felt
anxious and overwhelmed at the prospect
of being the oldest and being looked up to
as a leader. This ceremony was one of the
events which helped me and my classmates
realize that we were ready for the chal-
lenge.

I may not know each and every one of
these young women on a personal level,
but there is one thing I do know about all
of them. By becoming a part of the CK
community, they have been given an
excellent opportunity. Along with this
opportunity comes great responsibility and
high expectations. Everyone in your life
expects something from you no matter how
great or small the expectation.

The thought of this may seem over-
whelming because in reality it is over-
whelming. But what I want to stress to

each of you is your responsibility to
yourself. Each of you possesses special
talents, skills, and abilities which will help

No matter how smart you are, how good you are at
your job, or how much other people love you, none

of it matters much without inner peace.

direct you in your lives. You will soon
begin to make some difficult choices and
decide who it is you want to be. Yet you
will always have pressure and advice from
outside sources. In the midst of it all the

most effective way to take away from your
own happiness and personal success is to
ignore you. In this world, we all have a

responsibility to each other. Each and
every human being is responsible for
another in some way. But  most impor-
tantly we have a responsibility to our-
selves.

This speech is not designed to promote
selfishness. On the contrary. Self preserva-
tion and self care are essential. We cannot
be productive members of society or
effective citizens of the world if we
ourselves are not generally healthy and
happy. No matter how smart you are, how
good you are at your job, or how much
other people love you, none of it matters
much without inner peace. The esteemed
opera singer Leontyne Price said it best
when she stated, “The ultimate of being
successful is the luxury of giving yourself
time to do what you want to do.”

Before I conclude, I would like to
leave you all with a poem. I read this poem
daily because it helps me keep on top of
things emotionally and mentally. Though it
is short, the words touched me the moment
I heard them. I hope each of you can get a
fraction of what this poem has given me. It
is entitled “Faith” by Patrick Overton.
“When you walk to the edge of all the light
you have and take that first step into the
darkness of the unknown you must believe
that one of two things will happen: there
will be something solid for you to stand
upon, or, you will be taught how to fly.”

Remember even when things seem
impossible, you need to believe inside of
yourself that they will work out for the
best. Even if you cannot see that solid
ground and you cannot feel that solid
ground under your feet, you must believe
that your wings are coming.”

Kingswood class of 2000, I challenge
you to better care for yourselves so you
can be the great leaders you set out to be.
Thank you.
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going to see to it for you. Your wellness as
an integrated, whole human being depends
on it. Your growth, your intellectual
growth, your intuitive growth, depends on
it. Your ability to encounter change, to
grow stronger, to move to the next chal-
lenge ... In other words, your life depends
on you, seeing to the well being of the
inside of you. Please think about it.

In little more than a month, I will take
part in my own right of passage—the
transition from decades here at Cranbrook
to a new life in Wisconsin. I want to take
one additional minute to share with you
some of the things I am going to miss
when I leave:

1. For certain, I will miss the excite-
ment and anxiety of producing a play or
concert.

2. I know I will miss being in the
classroom, at rehearsal, designing,
building, painting ... all of it.

3. I will miss my colleagues, your
teachers, the administration and the staff.
They are the greatest collection of men and
women on a faculty you will find any-

where.
4. I will miss the house, Hedgegate,

where we have lived for 29 years. I
experienced major life changes there. I
went from being a husband to becoming a
father.

5. I am going to miss the maintenance
and security people: the Gene Hunts, Tom
Grants, Herb Lucres, Brunos, Sids, Harry
Millers, the Jimmy Kecks .... Everything
they do here, I will have to be doing for
myself.

6. I will miss Mr. Hoffman, for all the
same reasons you will miss him.

7. I will miss the estate: the lake, the
valley, the gardens, the buildings, the
walks, the change of seasons.

8. Back in the late ‘60s and early ‘70s,
when my wife, Dr. Brigid Geroux, was
teaching here, she met Bruce Coulter and
we became friends. Mr. Coulter retired
after 30 years plus here, but after being
gone a few years, he returned to become
Headmaster at Kingsbury School. What
drew him back, he said, were the students.
Students like these men here, the class of
2000. I know I will miss you, too.

Good luck next year. Break a leg. Go,
Packers! God bless you all!

Geroux
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by Divya Pakkiasamy
Contributing Writer

What could be so appealing as to
attract people to summer school for
three hours of work daily?

Just the idea that that they’re
coming to a writer’s utopia.

The Cranbrook Retreat for Writers
will be held on the Brookside School
campus for two two-week long sessions
in July. The sixteen workshops, in
fiction, memoir, non-fiction, poetry, and
screenwriting, will be led by a diverse
group of prizewinning writers, includ-
ing James Richardson, Lucy Rosenthal,
Michael Delp, and Elaine Greenstein.

The workshops will be offered in a
friendly atmosphere of constructive
criticism and encouragement. Most of

all, the retreat will be fun. As the
application form puts it, “While all your
experiences and responsibilities can
make you a better writer, often one must
remember playfulness and people to
begin writing.”

Nightly outdoor readings by faculty
teacher-writers are planned, and books
by the teacher-writers will also be
available for purchase at the readings.

A refreshing treat for both experi-
enced and inexperienced writers, the
retreat is sure to motivate and develop
the writers who participate in it.

For more information about the
program, contact either Tom Murdock
or Georgialee Scott at 645-3448, or
phone the Cranbrook Writers Retreat at
645-3664.

CK Writer’s Retreat
Giving People Time to Write

by Rishi Sachdeva
Staff Writer

Le Gala de Cuisine, held on Sunday
May 23, 1999, was an afternoon with
friends, family, and a wide selection of
food from the Michigan Chefs de Cuisine
Association. Delicious cuisine from over
forty chefs in the area blended gorgeously

Le Gala Delights

CK Korean students performing a drum
dance at Le Gala.

with the architecture of the Cranbrook
Quadrangle and created a suitable ambi-
ance for the occasion. Student music and
dance ensembles in the Quad comple-
mented the delicious food and provided
superb entertainment for all parties in
attendance. The delectable treats from
talented Michigan chefs attracted crowds
of hungry tasters to every table and made
for a blissful and satisfied atmosphere. A
silent auction containing valuable model
cars and a wide range of collectibles
perfected the afternoon.

Event coordinator Debra Spann, who
has helped plan and run the Gala for the
last five years, enjoyed contributing once
again to this year’s “very well attended
occasion.” Spann eagerly described the
value of the event, which raises money for
many aspects of Cranbrook Schools,
including the Upper School faculty
sabbatical (See related article page 7).
Above all, Spann stressed the committment
of parent volunteers toward making the
Gala a success. “There were so many
committed parents behind it,” she explained.

by Katherine Mecsey
Staff Writer

On Thursday May 27, the ninth grade
Interdisciplinary Study classes performed
the well-known Greek tragedy, Sophocles’
Antigone in Cranbrook’s open-air Greek
Theater. Antigone is the tale of a young
woman’s struggle between family tradition
and the law. Cranbrook’s dramatization of
the story made an impression on those
students involved in the performance.
Teaching the importance of love within
family and the desperation of true love, the
students analyzed the strengths as well as
faults of each character in the play.

“Antigone was strong-willed but her

9th Grade  Performs Antigone

Elise in preparation for the 1999 Wilder-
ness Expedition (on which she served as a
co-leader), called Elise the embodiment of
the Kingswood School motto, “Enter to
learn. Go forth to serve.” He explained,
“The people that we remember most are
the people that put things back into the
community.” Dean of Faculty and family
friend Charles Shaw echoed Norton’s
sentiments. “Elise was chosen because she
is the purest expression of love for her
school,” he commented, “and she has
always counted participation and contribu-
tion to be more valuable than private
endeavors.”

Shaw, who first saw Elise when she
was brought home from the hospital after
her birth, marveled at her tremendous
physical, intellectual, and emotional
growth. “I watched her learn how to walk
and how to ride a bike. It’s particularly
thrilling now to see her learning how to
lead a community.” Norton agreed,
exclaiming with a grin: “She’s come a long
way from the pigtail days!” This develop-
ment is evident in the many awards and
accolades Elise earned while at Cranbrook,
including the Grace Fry Award, the
Outstanding Junior Award, the Kingswood
Sweater, the Margaret Avery Auger
Scholar Award, the Virginia Dawson
Award for Field Hockey, Coaches’ Awards
for field hockey and volleyball, and
Sportsmanship Awards for lacrosse and
volleyball.

Next year, Elise will attend the Univer-
sity of Michigan. She hopes to pursue a
career in neurosurgery.

Katherine Banks
As a dancer, actress, writer, scholar,

and friend, Crane-Clarion Editor Emerita
Katherine Banks is a renaissance woman.
Katie is known throughout the Cranbrook
community for her kindness, dedication,
passion, and, above all, her energy and
enthusiasm. Adviser and dance teacher
Jessica Sinclair explained, “Katie is a
student who brings a kind of light and
brightness when she walks into your
classroom.”

Entering Cranbrook as a ninth grader,
Katie quickly immersed herself in the
community. She performed in many plays,
including the 1999 studio production of
Neil Simon’s Rumors. Katie also became a
star of the forensics team, placing first in
the 1999 regional tournament for dramatic
interpretation, and competing at states.

Forensics coach Joyce Morehouse, a
seasoned actress herself, was constantly
amazed by Katie’s acting. “Her gift as an
actress comes from very deep inside,” she
commented. “I felt this chill go down my
spine when I first saw her perform.”
Morehouse also described Katie’s rare
ability not only to play a part, but to
become it. “It’s a very poetic kind of thing
with Katie,” said Morehouse. “She’s an
artist who is able to express truth through
her ability as an actress and as a dancer.”

Katie is perhaps most well known for
her role as a dancer. She performed in the
elite Dance IV for her junior and senior
years and received the prestigious
Strickland Choreographic Award in 1998.
Sinclair noted Katie’s grace and style, but
stressed her “creative ability.” Her admira-
tion for Katie, however, is not limited to
the dance studio. “I think what stands out
about her is her authenticity in everything
she does,” she explained. “She seems
fragile because of her small stature, but
she’s really a giant.”

Morehouse agreed, adding, “She’s such

a loving, generous, selfless, and accessible
person.”

The Faculty Senior Award is by no
means Katie’s first accomplishment at
Cranbrook. In 1998, she was a Valuable
Forensics Team Member and received the
Brown University Book Award. This year,
she will be published in Prize Papers. Her
many achievements come as no surprise to
Crane-Clarion faculty adviser David
Watson, whose sister Elizabeth
Encarnación taught Katie in Livonia before
she came to Cranbrook. “Elizabeth told me

Senior Girls
continued from page 1

biggest flaw was acting out of pride,”
explained Cassy Roumell, who shared the
lead role. Analyzing the play, the actors
frequently asked: who was the real hero of
this tragedy? Each character had a justified
motive for their actions. This thought was
echoed by Martin Mittner, who played
Teiresias. “There is always more than one
hero in every situation,” he commented.

Starring a wonderfully talented cast
included Liz McKenzie and Cassy
Roumell in the title role, this production
was an emotionally-charged performance,
and one that its cast and audience will
remember for quite a while.

Katie was coming and to get ready,” he
explained. “Even then they knew she was
going to amount to something big. Katie
stories have become a part of our family
folklore.”

Watson saw Katie as an obvious choice
for the award. “She’s talented, bright,
generous, and often wise,” he mused. “I
feel honored to have worked with her and
know that we will be friends always.”

In the fall, Katie will attend the
University of Michigan to study at both the
Theater School and the Honors College.

Left (clockwise, from left): seniors Geena Woo, Varsha Mendiratta, Rachel Walter,
and Sun Yoo enjoy their last few days of high school. Photo: Katherine Robinson.
Right: seniors Jonathan Johnson and Jessica Brown. Photo: Kristin Holmes.


